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A common question among many today is how can I abide in the love of Jesus?  How can I come 

to know Jesus as my personal Lord and Savior?  How can I know for sure that I have faith in 

Jesus?  How can I have the assurance that I am saved; that I will spend eternity in heaven? 

 

A very important truth today is that most of us come from a variety of different places as far as 

our faith in Jesus and understanding may be concerned.  Some of us may have grown up in a 

family where we went to church every Sunday; participated faithfully in lots of activities; had a 

pretty good Christian upbringing and foundation—for some you have always been actively 

involved in your faith and church. 

 

However some of you after leaving home may have stopped going to church.  You may have 

been at a place in your life where you thought the church was mostly irrelevant to your needs; 

that you don’t need to go to church to be a Christian.  Perhaps it was only as you got older, 

married, had children that you started to go to church again.  Yet your questions of faith remain. 

 

Some others of you may have grown up in a home where you worshipped only a few times a 

year; were dropped off at Sunday School or Confirmation; had very little church involvement. 

Some others of you may have grown up in another church denomination; or perhaps your family 

had barely any church connection; but you married an active church member who was 

determined that you join a certain church and denomination—like Messiah. 

 

Some others of you may have moved into an area and just never got connected to a church.  You  

rather got so busy with work and family activities that you put off finding a church home.  

However lately you may have wanted to change your priorities; are wanting to find lasting values 

for yourself and your family; are wanting to find a deeper meaning and purpose to life. 

 

It is true that increasing numbers of people today are seeking/searching for something deeper; 

are looking for some answers to their questions.  This is why our Fall Message Series will focus 

each week on “Frequently Asked Questions” that you may be wondering about or afraid to ask.   

 

Something I have been seeing in my 40 years of ministry is that increasing numbers of people are 

yearning for a real and personal relationship with Jesus by faith.  Jesus says in John 15, “Abide 

in my love.”  He is saying live in me, know me, walk with me.  Yet the question is how do we do 

this?  How do people like you come to know Jesus as your friend, your Savior? 

 

Jesus in his words from John 15 gives us some truths that can help each one of us on this 

“spiritual journey through a Jesus filled life.  (Messiah's Mission Statement)  First of all Jesus 



says, “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you.”  (John 15:9)  He also affirms, “You did 

not choose me but I chose you.”  (John 15:16) 

 

The place we always need to begin in knowing Jesus is to remember that he loves you wherever 

you are at in your life.  He loves you whether you know him or not; have fallen away from him; 

have had some personal or moral failures.  He loves you more than you will ever know.  

 

However not only does Jesus love you, he has chosen you.  We don’t one day out of the blue 

somehow decide with our own minds to follow Jesus.  No, he has chosen you from the beginning 

to be saved.  He died on the cross and rose again so that you might have eternal life; he searches 

for you when you are lost; he knows you so well that he even knows the number of hairs on your 

head (which for some of us is getting less and less each year). 

 

Lots of people today are deceived into thinking that they need to somehow climb their way to 

God.  Some think that they need to get all holy and righteous before God will accept them or 

come to them.   

 

Even some churches proclaim that a person needs to agree with their doctrines; agree with their 

stance on certain social issues; agree with their beliefs about the sacraments; need to commit to 

their Bible interpretations and join their church before you can be considered a “true” Christian.  

 

Yet that is not the truth of Jesus.  The Bible says Jesus loves you; Jesus has chosen you.  God's 

Holy Spirit is working in you; calling you to faith often long before you have put your faith in  

God.  Jesus promises that he comes to you each day with his gift of forgiveness, new life, faith. 

 

Therefore to abide in Jesus we need to first of all simply receive Jesus’ love by faith.  We need 

to allow his love to touch our hearts and lives with his forgiveness.  We need to pray that Jesus 

empowers us through faith to claim his promises; to help us grow in faith.  If you have never 

received God's gift of faith; if you have never committed your life to Jesus; if you would like 

someone to pray with you as you affirm these promises, Charis and I are available after church. 

 

The second thing that Jesus instructs us on abiding in him is to remain in his love and keep his 

commands.  This means that we learn more about Jesus in his Word; that we worship him 

faithfully; that we seek to walk in the path he wants for us.  To abide in his love means we grow 

in our understanding of his Word found in the Bible. 

 

It is kind of like when two people get married.  A person could say, “Gee, honey, I love you with 

all my heart, but after the wedding I’m moving to Alaska.  I’ll call once in awhile and try to get 

home a couple times a year.  But I want you to know that I love you with all my heart.” 

 

That of course would not be much of a love or a marriage.  To abide in a loving relationship 

means being together, communicating regularly, learning about each other, being committed to 

mutual values and goals.  This same thing is also true in our relationship with Jesus.  To abide in 

his love commits us to growing deeper in our love for him. 

 



Something that has been happening at many of the most dynamic and thriving churches in our 

country is that they are breaking the mold of simply doing church the way it always has been 

done.  They realize that most people today are looking for something more than just going 

through the traditional church motions; simply being a member just doesn't cut it. 

 

At Messiah therefore our mission and goal is to be a dynamic church willing to change; to be a 

church that helps people “seek – connect – impact.”  We acknowledge that people are in many 

different places as far as their faith is concerned; that our worship and messages need to be more 

personal and relevant to the variety of needs that each of you right here may have. 

 

Therefore our goal each Sunday in our Sermon Series' is to teach the Bible, to ask questions, to 

present the love of Jesus in a way that help people to really know and love Jesus.  Our goal is 

also to provide ways and steps for you to grow from simply being a church attender to being a 

disciple of Jesus.  One of these exciting things we are developing here at Messiah are small 

groups and a dynamic small groups ministry.  (Charis share)   

 

The third way we abide in Jesus and in his love is by loving others as Jesus first loved us.  This 

means that as we learn more about how Jesus loves us; as we grow in our understanding of his 

Word; it is then that he empowers us to reach out and love others.  We are empowered to put our 

faith into action; empowered to be involved in ministry and outreach to others.. 

 

Now that is really exciting.  What happens as we venture out in faith and minister to others is 

that we truly feel Jesus’ presence and love.  As we put our love into action it is then that we also  

want to learn more about the Bible and more about how to use our faith. 

 

I have seen so many times over the years that it is the people in the church who actually get 

involved in a ministry; who teach others; share their gift for music; take on a leadership role; 

join a small group--these people usually grow the most in their faith.  The truth is that putting 

our faith into action draws us closer to Jesus; it motivates us to learn and grow in our faith. 

 

Again at Messiah our vision and goals are to develop and provide even more ways for each of us 

to be involved in some kind of ministry.  In fact, our goal is to have increasing number of people 

actually doing ministry; being more involved in outreach and mission opportunities. 

 

So in summary, how do you come to know Jesus as your Lord and Savior?  The first thing to 

remember is that Jesus has chosen you from the beginning; he loves you with an everlasting 

love.  Having faith then means to simply receive his gift of love in your heart.   

 

Then as you abide in Jesus and seek to grow in your faith; as you seek to understand and grow in 

God's word of truth; it is then that you are empowered to want put your faith into action by 

reaching out in love and ministry to others. 

 

Why then is this so important and such a blessing for us?  Listen to what Jesus says in John 

15:11, “I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.” 



My dear friends, isn't that the real longing in our hearts and in our society today—to have joy in 

all its fullness and completeness? 

 

Be assured that this joy of the Lord is there for each one of you today.  May Jesus’ abundant love 

touch your heart; may you abide in his love; may you keep his commands; may you love one 

another as he has loved you. 


